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The Distinctiveness of Cities.
Par . Le 16 May 2011

Venice is different from London and in Mumbai we will expect to have radically other
experiences than in Paris. The simple mentioning of city names calls up mental images in us,

positive or negative, exotic or banal. Cities appear to be dynamic or progressive, cosmopolitan or
sentimental, but what is the origin of such images and associations?

The question of the international conference “The Distinctiveness of Cities. Modes of Re-
Production” is the intrinsic logic of cities. Six thematic fields (Body | Space | Power | Infrastructure
| Knowledge | Heritage) will serve to structure the approach taken to these questions at the
conference on “The Distinctiveness of Cities. Modes of Reproduction”. The conference welcomes
keynote speakers Helmuth Berking, Friedrich Lenger, Sujata Patel and Kurt W. Foster.
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